..claimed by Laotian officials. : ‘
. ports that may dominate the country’s headlines in the coming.

Sequel ta.a CIA
)l ‘been virtuously critical of 1
4 . But let us also take a Jong’
ports from"Laos, and the light they throw on|
"~ On' Thursday came this anti-climadtic—and revealing—! Thy
'BANGKOK, Jan. 5.(AP}—Many U, S. diplomats in Asla doubt the of thei
overnment that stubstantial nurbers of outside Communist forced have Tnkervened in Laod,
'?m“%mcv“idﬁ' out said it appears U. S. diplomats and § S piNy
ne Western di t said it-appears U. S. diplomats a ntelligence agents are dis-
patching .conflicting reports to Washington, and the Ceniral Inteliigence Agency reports have

gained credence in the U, S. a¢taL . RS ,
Washington's stafement Tuesday charged that “substantial numbers of North Vietnam-
ese Communist personnel” were parachuted into Laos. S .

Yesterday, in a memorandum to editors, the Associated.

‘ For your.information, our staff in Vientiane reports there are |
the so-called fighting areas of Laos since the government is not permitfing Mgt ;
Vientiane reported last Saturday that Western military. experts were
with caution the Laotian government’s announcements, On Wednesday Roy
reported from Vientiane that inquiry had shown. no evi epcg“’ !

- re

" We. pass’ this communication on to-our readers as ba

. Peace and quiet have hardly comée’to Lacs. But the evidence
“that ‘this country, was the victim of a major folly last week-end,-
Intelligence “Agency apparently responsible”for- it. One of -Mr, Kenne
was the retention of AllnDalles s head of (CIA. Surely Mr,
explanation of this large; cost!y blulider, = ' ™. %'~ T
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